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last hope of Charles was destroyed by the untimely
discovery of his negotiations with the Irish rebels,
and eventually he surrendered himself to the Scotch,
trusting that his person would be safe among them,
and that he would thus have time to avail himself of
the growing dissensions between the Presbyterians,
who were still supreme in Parliament, and the Army,
which was equally supreme " out of doors.n But he
soon found that this expectation was vain. The
Scotch, after attempting to induce him to join them
whole-heartedly, and finding that they could not trust
him, retreated northwards, and finally, on the eve of
recrossing the border, handed him over to the Knglish
commissioners, who, in return, supplied them with the
balance of the stipulated subsidy (1646),

Having thus obtained possession of the person of
the king, the Presbyterians were almost supreme, the
one check upon them being supplied by the Army.
That body they now ordered to disband, but the
military "Agitators" urged their men not to suffer
themselves to be deprived of all share in the fruits of
that victory which their arms had won, and persuaded
them to demand their arrears of pay as an excuse for
neglecting to obey the Commons. And when their
reply was met by the u Declaration," in which they
were stigmatised as enemies of the State, the soldiers
marched upon the capital and assumed a far more
threatening attitude, while they improved their
position by removing the king to their own quarters,
not altogether against his will (1647). Still moving
nearer and nearer to London, the Army next formu-
lated its definite wishes, asking for religious tolera-